A checklist of the bryoflora of the Taita Hills (Kenya) containing 168 taxa in 40 families is presented. Whilst previously only 22 mosses and 39 liverworts were recorded for the area, this study extended our knowledge to 85 and 83 respectively. Twenty taxa are newly recorded for Kenya.
INTRODUCTION
The Taita Hills are located in south-eastern Kenya about 25 km west of Voi and 150 km inland from the coast, at approximately 3° 20'S and 38° 15'E. They cover an area of about 250 km 2 and rise abruptly from the surrounding Tsavo plains at an altitude of 600-700 m, to a series of ridges with Vuria, the highest point, at 2208 m. The steepness of the rocks is due to the hardness of a quartzite cap overlaying soft metamorphic rocks (Beentje, 1988) . The Taita Hills, together with Mount Sagala and Mount Kasigau, form the northernmost part of the Eastern Arc mountains, and are the sole representatives of this ancient geological formation within the Kenyan political boundaries. This chain of mountains continues south into Tanzania and includes North and South Pare, East and West Usambara, Nguru, Nguu, Ukaguru, Rubeho, Uluguru, Udzungwa and Mahenge. The Eastern Arc mountains harbour an unusually high proportion of rare and endemic animals and plants, and together with the coastal forests of Kenya and Tanzania, are recognised as one of the world's 25 biodiversity hot-spots (Myers et al., 2000) . The climate of the Taita Hills is under the influence of the intertropical convergence zone and has a bimodal rainfall pattern, with the long rains occurring between March and May and the short rains between October and December. Mean yearly rainfall is as low as 400-600 mm per annum in the surrounding plains, while Wundanyi, the main town situated at 1460 m, receives about 1330 mm (Krhoda, 1998 ).
Bytebier & Chuah-Petiot However, the Taita Hills form the first large barrier for moisture-laden clouds which come in from the coast and the precipitation from trapped moisture creates almost permanently humid conditions in the hilltop forests. The southeastern slopes are the most humid, and precipitation in the forests on this side is probably well over 1500 mm, although there are no specific records. Due to human influence, the remaining indigenous forest in the Taita Hills is highly fragmented into a scatter of patches that ranges in size as follows: Mbololo (168 ha), Ngangao (92 ha), Chawia (50 ha), Fururu (5 ha), Macha (2 ha), Mwachora (2 ha), Ndiwenyi (1 ha), Yale (1 ha), Kichuchenyi (<1 ha) (Beentje, 1988; Bytebier, 2001 ). The upland moist or mist forest of the Taita Hills can be classified as Ocotea forest (but with Ocotea mostly logged out), with Cola-Craibia forest in the drier parts of Ngangao and Mbololo, and Erica-Maesa forest on Vuria (Beentje, 1990) . A more detailed description of the vegetation structure and composition of the remaining indigenous forest fragments can be found in Beentje (1988), Wilder, Brooks and Lens (1998) , and Chege and Bytebier (submitted) .
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The following data is compiled from the literature and our own collections, which were made between 1997 and 2000. Where possible, specimens quoted in the literature were mentioned again. Collector names were abbreviated as follows: BB for B. Bytebier, IF for I. Friis and F for R.B. Faden All other specimens were collected by M. Chuah-Petiot. The collections of the first author are deposited at the East African Herbarium (EA), while those of the second author are deposited at the herbarium of the University of Nairobi (NAI). Names follow O'Shea (1999) for the mosses, and Wigginton (2002) for the liverworts. The sequence of families follows Crosby and Magill (1981) for the mosses and Wigginton and Grolle (1996) Bizot et al. (1978) and Camylopus chrismarii (Müll.Hal.) Mitt. in Kis (1985) . Kis, 1985) . (Zander, 1972; Kis, 1985 Kis, 1985) . Wundanyi Hill (Zander, 1972; Kis, 1985) .
Campylopus perichaetialis

Dicranum johnstonii
Syntrichia fragilis (Taylor) Ochyra
Taita Hills, sub Tortula hildebrandtii (Müll.Hal.) Broth. in Bizot et al. (1978) and Tortula fragilis Taylor in Kis (1985) . Bizot and Pócs (1974) and Kis (1985) . BARTRAMIACEAE Breutelia diffracta Mitt. Vuria (terricolous): BB 1539, 2120 m. Vuria (terricolous, rupicolous): IF 2820, 2200 m Kis, 1985) .
Trichostomum brachydontium
Philonotis curvula (Müll.Hal.) Kindb. Taita Hills (Kis, 1985) . Kis, 1985) . Kis, 1985) . Kis, 1985) . Kis, 1985) . 
LESKEACEAE
Lindbergia patentifolia
